THE CIVIL SOCIETY
TASK FORCE ON DRUGS
It is with great pleasure and excitement that
the Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs (VNGOC)
and New York NGO Committee on Drugs
(NYNGOC) introduce the relaunched Civil
Society Task Force (CSTF). The CSTF — a joint
initiative of the NYNGOC and VNGOC— will
serve to promote inclusivity of civil society at
all proceedings leading up to and at the
Ministerial Segment of the 62nd Session of the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs in 2019.

CSTF STRUCTURE & LEADERSHIP
The CSTF is co-chaired by the chairs of the VNGOC
and NYNGOC and consists of 5 additional Steering
Group members, 18 representatives of global regions
and 10 representatives from affected populations and
global voices.
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UNGASS, the CSTF was an effective vehicle for
increasing the inclusion of civil society voices at all
stages of preparation prior to the proceeding. The

GOALS
In order to support civil society participation in the
Ministerial Segment, in accordance with CND
Resolutions 60/1 and 61/3, the Civil Society Task
Force has been replenished and relaunched in
2018. The CSTF’s goal is to secure the
comprehensive and meaningful participation of
civil society actors in the implementation of the
recommendations made in the 2016 UNGASS
outcome document. The CSTF will also work

Heather Haase, Chair of NYNGOC and Esbjörn Hörnberg, former Chair
of VNGOC signing the MoU on March 12, 2018.

towards fostering an environment where evidencebased approaches to drug issues (including
methodologies and ideologies) are comprehensive
and where regional and gender diversity is
represented through various inputs. In preparation
of the 2019 Ministerial Segment, the CSTF will
promote the contributions of civil society with
expertise in various drug-related areas.
Jamie Bridge was elected Chair of the VNGOC on
March 15, 2018, and now co-chairs the CSTF with
the NYNGOC Chair, Heather Haase.
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The CSTF is excited to begin working immediately
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diverse civil society stakeholders and organisations
toward the 62nd CND preparatory process.

In particular, the CSTF will identify and facilitate
speaker inclusion for all relevant preparatory

For all questions and inquiries, the CSTF may be

events and UN meetings, host regional and

reached by e-mail at info@cstfondrugs.org.

thematic online consultations, organize civil society
hearings on the margins of the third committee
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