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Research to Community

Evidence Planting by Thai Police Violates the
Human Rights of People who Inject Drugs

Policing practices that target people who inject drugs have been
associated with human rights violations and health-related harms.
Drug policy in Thailand has relied heavily on law enforcement-based
approaches, and there have been concerns that Thai police have planted
drugs on suspected drug users to extort money or provide grounds for
arrest. During August 2008, researchers working with the Mit Sampan
Community Research Project examined this type of “evidence planting”
among people who inject drugs.

Among 252 participants, 48% reported having drugs planted on them by
police. Those who reported this type of experience were also more likely
to report midazolam (Dormicum) use, as well as a history of non-fatal
overdose and syringe sharing. People who had drugs planted on them by
police were also more likely to have been in compulsory drug treatment.
Almost half of those who reported having drugs planted on them paid
money to police in an effort to avoid arrest.

The findings of this study suggest that Thai police are violating the human
rights of people who inject drugs by planting drugs on them. This practice
appears to be associated with high risk behaviors such as overdose and
syringe lending. Immediate action should be taken to address this form of
abuse of power and other punitive tactics used by Thai police.

Fairbairn N, Hayashi K, Kaplan K, Ruttanusson N, Lai C, Wood E, Kerr T. Experiences of drug planting by police among
a community based sample of injection drug users in Bangkok, Thailand.
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